
Dear Friends: 

 In an article, “Believing and Belonging”(*), theologian and scholar 

N.T. Wright challenged his readers to think about the church by com-

paring and contrasting the origins of a river and a tree. He noted that the 

river flows from many into one while the tree grows from one into 

many. 

 He wrote, ―The river and the tree appear to be opposites. The river 

begins, quite literally, all over the place. A tiny spring way up in the 

hills; a distant lake, itself fed by streams; a melting glacier—all of them 

and a thousand more contribute to the babble and rush of water, the 

smooth flow here and the swirling rapids there. Gradually other 

streams, other whole rivers, make their contribution. Out of many there 

emerges the one.‖  

 Of the tree, ―The tree begins with a single seed. An acorn or its 

equivalent falls into the earth: tiny, vulnerable, alone. It germinates and 

puts out roots down into the dark earth. Simultaneously it sends up a 

shoot into the light and air. The roots quickly diverge and probe all over 

the place, looking for nourishment and water. The shoot becomes a 

trunk, again a single upright stalk, but this, too, quickly diverges. An 

oak or a cedar will spread far and wide in all directions.‖ 

 Wright goes on to suggest that both of these images are needed – 

the many to the one, and the one to the many – if we are to have the 

best concept of the church. The river reminds us that the church does 

consist of people from the widest variety of backgrounds, who are to-

gether part of the powerful flow, going in the same single direction. Di-

versity comes together into unity. The tree reminds us that we come 

from the single seed, Jesus Christ, buried in the dark earth in death and 

raised to the new light and life resulting in an amazing plant in which 

limbs and branches grow in all directions. Unity generates diversity. 

 The church, as the single, multiethnic family promised by the Crea-

tor God to Abraham, brought into being by Jesus and energized by 

God‘s Spirit, exists to share the transforming life of God, that God‘s 

justice may be restored to the whole creation.  

 The church – the mighty river, made of the many individual, sepa-

rate streams, united in one stream, moving ever from our source to our 

destination and the Church – the tree of healing originating in the Lord 
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of Creation, Jesus Christ, is called to worship God 

and to work for God‘s kingdom in the world. All of 

us, baptized into Christ, are to worship, and work for 

God‘s kingdom, each of us using our unique gifts ful-

ly – this is our vocation, whether we work together or 

apart; communally as part of the Church, or individu-

ally as believers. 

 To sustain this life‘s work, this vocation, the 

church is asked to encourage and build up all who 

belong within its fellowship, and so, to fulfill its call-

ing, the church will:  

Nurture faith;  

Pray with, and for every member; 

Be open to learn from all, as we seek to grow 

together; 

Demonstrate faithful models and examples 

that others can follow; 

Provide meaningful and appropriate challeng-

es that people can embrace.  

 Here at Oakland Avenue Presbyterian Church, as 

we anticipate the celebrations of our Centennial Year, 

remember that we need to continue to be shaped by 

God‘s life-giving love. As we all look to God we will 

be better able to identify more clearly who we need to 

be and become, and what we need to do as a church. 

Living God‘s Vision will clarify our calling as a 

church and free us to embrace the future that God has 

for us in our community and world.  

 Diversity comes together into unity. …. Unity 

generates diversity, as together we, ―Seek first the 

Kingdom of God.‖ (Matthew 6:33) 

 

 Jim Simpson, Pastor 

(* Originally published by N.T. Wright in Simply 

Christian, 2006 London: SPCK) 

Summer Musicians 

 During the summer months, our Music Ministry 

is less active, when schools are on break, etc. We 

have many more opportunities for soloists and en-

sembles to participate in Worship – offertories, prel-

udes, etc. If you would like to be musically involved 

in Worship this summer, please contact Tim Moe at 

tmoe@oapc.net, or Susan Read. During the months of 

June and July, we will have only one Worship ser-

vice, which will be at 10:00 a.m. Our regular two ser-

vice schedule will resume in August. 

“Celebrate the Vision” 

Agape Choir Mission/Outreach Tour  

June 24-30, 2012 

 The gospel message 

is about sharing God‘s 

love with a world that 

desperately needs it. As 

Christians, Jesus is the 

example we try to follow. 

He taught in parables so that those who heard the 

gospel might catch a symbolic glimpse of what the 

―kingdom of God‖ on earth might be like. It is not 

always easy to immediately see the meaning, and it 

is not meant to be easy. Every believer is called to 

grow and serve in faith, using the parables and les-

sons of Jesus as an example. We need to catch the 

vision in order to build the kingdom of heaven. This 

is the key to a world filled with caring people; a vi-

sion we can celebrate. 

 The Agape Youth Choir has been preparing the 

musical, ―Celebrate the Vision‖, by Allen Pote and 

Carol McCann, to take on tour at the end of June. 

From June 24-29, the Choir will be sharing the mes-

sage with churches and institutions in Roanoke, VA, 

Richmond, VA, Gaithersburg, MD, Alexandria, VA, 

and will be offering the Homecoming Concert at 

OAPC at 7 p.m. on Sat., June 30. In addition, the 

Choir will be offering a pre-tour performance locally 

at Bethesda Presbyterian Church on Sun., June 10, at 

5 p.m. ―Celebrate the Vision‖ draws on the theme of 

growing in commitment and faith. It is conceived 

with energy and enthusiasm to capture the audiences 

of all ages. 

 Please keep members of the Agape Choir in 

prayer as we prepare this musical message, and take 

it into the world. 

 

 

 

 

mailto:tmoe@oapc.net
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Discovery Class     
 Ready to join the OAPC family by 

becoming an active member in this 

church? Like to know more about all 

the programs, activities and mission of 

this church? Want to get fully connected to all that 

the church aims to do and be?  

 The next session meets for two weeks: June 3 and 

June 24 at 9:00 a.m. in the Parlor (off the hallway at 

the front of the Sanctuary).  

 To find out more or sign up to attend, please 

contact John O‘Kain, jokain@oapc.net. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Worship Plans   
May 6, 2012 - 5th Sunday of Easter 

Theme: EASTER LIVING - 5. Partners in Ministry 

Sermon: Vining Ways 

Scripture readings: Acts 8:26-40, John 15:1-8 

additional lectionary readings: Psalm 22:25-31 (27), 

1 John 4:7-21 

May 13, 2012 - 6th Sunday of Easter 

Theme: EASTER LIVING - 6. Jesus Calls Us Friends 

additional lectionary readings: Acts 10:44-48, Psalm 

98 (4), 1 John 5:1-6, John 15:9-17 

May 20, 2012 - 7th Sunday of Easter 

Theme: EASTER LIVING - 7. Prayerful Discernment 

Sermon: The Real Lord‘s Prayer 

Scripture readings: Acts 1:15-17, 21-26, John 17:6-

19; additional lectionary readings: Psalm 1 (6), 1 

John 5:9-13 

May 27, 2012 - Pentecost 

Theme: EASTER LIVING - 8. Spirited Service 

Sermon: Deep and Wide 

Scripture readings: Ezekiel 37:1-14, Acts 2:1-21; 

additional lectionary readings: Psalm 104:24-34, 35b 

(30), Romans 8:22-27, John 15:26-27; 16:4b-15 

May Music and Worship Events 

Tues., May 1, 7:00 p.m.- Revelation Ringers Program 

 to Sterling House 

Fri., 6 p.m., - Sat., 1 p.m., May 4-5 – Agape Choir 

 Lock-in for Tour preparation –  

Sun., May 6, 11:00 a.m. Worship – Chancel Choir – 

 10:30 warm-up in Music Suite 

Sunday, May 13, 11:00 a.m. Worship – Chancel 

 Choir – 10:30 warm-up in Music Suite 

Thurs., May 17, 11:30 a.m. -1:30 p.m. – Joint 

 Clergy/Musician Lunch, Dr. Paul F. Weber,  

 Lenoire Rhyne College, Presenter – Conversations 

 on Vocation, location to be announced 

Sun., May 20, 11:00 a.m. Worship - Graduate  

 Recognition Service—Agape and Chancel Choirs 

 – 10:30 warm-up in Music Suite 

Sun., May 27, 11:00 a.m. Worship  - Pentecost - 

 Chancel Choir – 10:30 warm-up in Music Suite 

 

 

Viewing Worship & DVDs 
 Sunday‘s 11 a.m. Worship is 

broadcast on CN2 at 6:30 p.m. that 

evening. You may also view video 

from our service on our website, 

www.oapc.net (Worship/Sermons). DVDs from the 

11:00 Worship may be ordered for $10 each through the 

Church Office. Contact Debbie Reingold, Adm. Asst. for 

Congregational Care, dreingold@oapc.net or 327-2006, 

with the date of service you need and your name, phone 

and email address. She‘ll contact you when it is available 

and you may pay by cash or check to OAPC when you 

pick up your copy at the Office. 

mailto:jokain@oapc.net
http://www.oapc.net/sermons.html
mailto:dreingold@oapc.net
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OAPC’s Habitat Faith 

Build Saturday March 31:  

UPDATE 

 OAPC was scheduled to work 

at the Habitat site on March 31, but 

was rained out. We are in communication with the 

leadership and will be notified should they need 

workers at the end of the build. Stay tuned for more 

information as it becomes available. 

 If you have questions, please contact our coordi-

nator, George Sawyer at 328-3644 or ggsaw-

yer@comporium.net. 

 

 

Knit Together Knitters 

 Our next time to gather for Knit Together is Sun-

day, May 20, then we‘ll take the summer off for 

group knitting. Please mark your calendars and join 

us. 

 We hope to be able to dedicate prayer shawls 

sometime in June -- watch for further word on that. 

Thanks for what you do to help give God's comfort 

and peace to those who are ill or grieving. 

 Happy Knitting, Barbara and Janet 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

UGG (Using God’s Gifts) Knitting 

 As always, anyone is welcomed to join us on 

the 2nd Thursday of the month from 10-11:30 a.m. 

in the Parlor. We will provide patterns, yarn, nee-

dles and instruction as needed. Come join us and 

provide tangible evidence of our love and concern 

for our neighbors in the Rock Hill community. 

Lowe’s Partners with Habitat York 

County to Offer Construction Clinics in 

Preparation for 2012 Women’s Build 

 Habitat for Humanity of 

York County‘s Women‘s 

Build seeks to include and 

engage women in all areas of 

the Habitat process, while 

emphasizing their involve-

ment on the construction site. 

 As the national partner of 

Habitat for Humanity‘s 

Women‘s Build program, 

Lowe‘s offers training clinics for women on a variety 

of construction skills. For those who may not already 

have experience in construction, the clinics equip them 

to volunteer on the construction site with a local Habi-

tat affiliate. 

 In preparation for Habitat for Humanity of York 

County‘s 2012 Women‘s Build, the Lowe‘s in Rock 

Hill will be offering five training clinics. These clinics 

are free and open to women interested in volunteering 

with the Women‘s Build.  Lowe‘s in Rock Hill is lo-

cated at 1350 Springdale Road. 

 All of the training clinics will be offered on a Sat. 

morning from 8 a.m.–9 a.m. as follows: 

 May 5 – How to finish interior with paint and trim 

 June 2 – How to frame walls & roof (conducted 

offsite at Habitat for Humanity ReStore) 

 To confirm your participation for these clinics, 

please sign up on VolunteerUp: 

(http://www.volunteerup.com/Login.asp?w=i&o=153).   

 For more information or if you have questions, 

please contact the Habitat for Humanity of York 

County office by phone, 803-328-1728, or e-mail: in-

fo@yorkcountyhabitat.org.   

 Space for each training clinic is limited to 20 par-

ticipants. so please be sure to sign up as soon as possi-

ble if you are interested. 

 

http://www.volunteerup.com/Login.asp?w=i&o=153
mailto:info@yorkcountyhabitat.org
mailto:info@yorkcountyhabitat.org
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Pentecost Offering   May 27, 2012 

 Each year on Pentecost Sunday, we will celebrate 

the coming of the Spirit who empowers followers of 

Jesus Christ to proclaim the transforming, redeeming 

love of God that makes the impossible possible. 

When you give to the Pentecost Offering, you help 

bring that love to children at risk, guide and nurture 

young people‘s growing faith and provide opportuni-

ties for young adults to become spiritual leaders – all 

in the name of Jesus Christ. 

“As the Father has sent me, so I send you.”   

Christ came to heal a world in desperate need of a 

savior. We too are called to demonstrate God‘s reign 

in the way of Jesus – healing, helping, loving and 

serving. Your gifts to the Pentecost Offering help us 

fulfill that calling in aiding the growth of children, 

youth and young adults. May it be so as we act to-

gether in faith through our gifts to the Pentecost Of-

fering. 

 Ten percent of the Pentecost Offering goes to 

child advocacy. Twenty-five percent goes to minis-

tries with youth. Another 25 percent goes to Young 

Adult Volunteers, and 40 percent is kept by our con-

gregation for ministries that help children at risk.   

Please give generously to the Pentecost Offering. 

 

Other Offerings We Support as a Congregation: 

Peacemaking ( Collected on World Communion 

Sunday; the first Sunday of October) - 25% is 

used for local ministries of peacemaking. 25% is 

used by presbyteries and synods, and 50% is 

used by the General Assembly ministries. 

Joy Gift (Collected in December during our Joy 

Service) - 50% goes to the Board of Pensions for 

assistance programs that provide support to re-

tired and active church workers. 50% supports 

Presbyterian-related racial ethnic education. 

Mission Spotlight:  

            Presbytery & Denominational Offerings 

One Great Hour of Sharing 

 This ecumenical offering helps support Presby-

terian Hunger, Disaster, and Self-Development of Peo-

ple Programs. The Missions Committee would like to 

thank everyone who contributed on Easter Sunday. We 

have forwarded on the $1,731 that was collected! 

 

Mothers Day Offering 

 The Mother's Day Offering will be collected on 

Sun., May 13. This offering 

goes entirely to fund benev-

olent care at our Presbyteri-

an Communities of South 

Carolina. It provides support 

for those who cannot pay 

the full cost of their care due 

to unexpected events in their 

lives or simply outliving 

their resources. In these cases, if personal assets and 

income have been used exclusively for their care, 

these residents (who do not enter directly into the 

healthcare or special care) may apply for charitable 

support. The ability to cover the cost of charitable 

care is critical to maintaining the strength and integ-

rity of this ministry of our churches in South Caroli-

na. Skyrocketing healthcare costs and people living 

longer have contributed to a continuing increase in 

the cost to provide charitable care. For the past sev-

eral years, there has been a shortfall in the funds 

needed and operating monies have been used to 

make up the difference. 

 The Mother‘s Day offering is a tradition for 

Presbyterian Home and is vital to those who need 

benevolent assistance. Please consider a generous 

contribution this Mother‘s Day to honor our older 

members who served the church so faithfully 

throughout their lives. They are now looking to us 

for support. 
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 We had a very successful 

mission trip over Spring Break 

this year, which was an inter-

generational experience. We 

ended up taking 12 total, 7 

youth and 5 adults, and it truly 

was a blessing for all who par-

ticipated. Especially for the 

home owner, Linda Davis. She 

was willing to open her home 

on 530 Tinsley Street so that 

we could come in and fix it up 

for her. Mrs. Davis lost her 

husband a few years back as 

well as her father, so she had 

gone to live with her mother 

and in the meantime her house 

had fallen into disarray. We 

worked really hard to get as 

much done as we could in the 

short 4 days that we worked. 

We accomplished much and 

saw God in many places 

throughout the week. A special 

thanks to Kristi Holler, Sue 

Williams, and Suzanne Young  

 

 I got a lot out of the mission trip. I felt like it was 

an amazing experience to get to reconnect with God 

and learn the importance of family in our lives. I 

gained a lot from the trip because I knew I was mak-

ing an impact on a person‘s life and I could see how 

I helped the Davis family 

                                                             Cole Price 

Spring Break Mission Trip, Atlanta, GA — March 30 to April 4 

I thought the mission trip was great! I enjoyed work-

ing with the Calvin Center to help Ms. Linda.  

I felt that by helping her family build that house, I 

wasn't just giving her an opportunity to start over in 

that house, but also that she taught us how much 

family means to us. Her family was her life, and we 

should incorporate that 'philosophy' into our own 

lives. I saw God in the house we were working in. I 

saw God in every single youth and adult working in 

that house. But most importantly, I saw God in Ms. 

Linda and how she gladly gave up her home to us. I 

am very glad that I went and I have greater faith be-

cause of the trip. 

                                                              Alex Jones 

for being willing and able to spend 5 days with us on this great adventure. Enjoy reading what the kids had to 

say about the trip below. 
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Stephen Minister Reunion 

 On March 18, 2012, the OAPC 

Stephen Ministers hosted a reunion 

luncheon for all past and present Ste-

phen Ministers. Over 75 active and 

inactive Stephen Ministers of OAPC, 

their spouses, and staff gathered for a luncheon in the 

Fellowship Hall catered by Liz Hille. Neely Todd 

was recognized as the oldest person attending and 

Robert Hope was recognized as the oldest Stephen 

Minister, having been a member of the first Stephen 

Minister class in 1993. 

 The retreat was a time for remembering past ser-

vice and catching up with friends, and for remember-

ing why we became Stephen Ministers and what we 

received from our service. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

 My experience as a Stephen Minister was truly 

one of the most meaningful experiences in my spir-

itual life. One of our ministers at Westminister has 

spoken to me about what we did as Stephen Ministers 

and the possibility of beginning such a ministry at our 

church. I have told him that OAPC has the experts, 

but that I was greatly blessed from this opportunity.     

  Jane Williams    

 My service as a Stephen Minister made a deep im-

pression on me. It was an humbling experience to listen 

to fellow church members pour out their hearts about 

problems that were changing their lives. At the same 

time, it was rewarding to learn that listening to people 

with compassion and empathy, all in complete confi-

dence, was helpful to them and enabled them to face 

their problems more constructively.   Marshall Doswell 

 I became a Stephen Minister partly because it is a 

program that encourages us to serve in a unique way: 

to become servants to others in a less formal, individ-

ual way. In caring for others in a time of crisis, we 

become involved in the Christian community on a 

personal level.     Earl Wilcox 

 My reason for becoming a Stephen Minister was to 

learn and be of help to others going through grief. 

The death of both of my parents at different times 

brought feelings of grief, loneliness and separation, 

which I had a hard time dealing with, and took some 

time to overcome. Stephen Ministry has brought a 

new understanding of these feelings.  Grief comes in 

many forms.       Lil Watts 

 

Red Cross Blood Drive 

Monday, June 4, 2:30-7:00 p.m. 

OAPC Activities Center 

Sign up will be available in the Narthex  

two weeks prior to the event.  

OAPC Family, 

 I would like to 

thank everyone for 

the many cards, calls 

and prayers that my 

brother Kent and I received concerning the recent 

death of our father. We would also like to thank eve-

ryone for the calls and prayers we received during my 

mother's long hospital stay and her ongoing at home 

recovery. Mom in particular was touched by the out 

pouring of love and kindness we received from our 

Church Family. We are very greatful to all those who 

sent such wonderful meals to us. We have experi-

enced first hand what help and comfort a deacon care 

group can be during such a difficult time. Mom is do-

ing much better and hopefully will continue to do 

so.  I told Mary Katherine during Mom's stay in the 

hospital I took great comfort in seeing my OAPC 

sticker on my car window. I knew we were not alone 

and that people were praying for us. We give thanks 

to God for being part of such a loving congregation. 

                       Sincerely, Karen Collins 

 

Cancer Support Group 

3
rd

 Thursdays, 7:00 p.m., Rm. 2108 

 OAPC hosts a support group for cancer survivors, 

from diagnosis and thereafter. The group meets 

monthly, ―third Thursdays‖, at 7:00 p.m. in Room 

2108. These are led by survivors with a health care 

professional at every meeting. Open to anyone in our 

community, for men and women, participants can 

gain additional insight and strength to help physical-

ly, emotionally and spiritually. The next meeting will 

be May 17. 
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Spring Into Action at  

The Clinton Presbyterian Community 

 There will be a Patio Home Open House on Sun., 

May 6 from 2-5 p.m. This is one of our five Presby-

terian Church (USA) retirement communities in 

South Carolina and is located at 801 Musgrove Street 

in Clinton, SC.   

 They offer spacious two bedroom floor plans 

with up to 2100 square feet. During this event there 

will also be special incentives available on patio 

homes.  Call Jayne at 864-833-5190 for more infor-

mation. 

 

 

 

“I’ve Got a Feeling”,  

Spaghetti Supper and Talent Show 

I‘ve got a feeling that if you missed the Spaghetti 

Supper and Talent Show on April 15 because you 

were busy getting your taxes ready, you really missed 

a great evening of food and festivities. A special 

thanks to all who contributed to make this evening 

such a great success. A special thanks to those who 

made wonderful desserts to go along with our spa-

ghetti dinner.  All who were involved had a great 

night and really enjoyed themselves.  Thanks again! 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Get out of There!  

 There is no doubt: Easter is a miracle! But do you 

know what the real miracle of Easter is? It is not that 

Jesus walked out of a tomb. It is not that one man de-

fied death. The real miracle of Easter, the real sign of 

God‘s glory, is that Jesus, like he did with Lazarus, 

beckons each one of us out of our own tombs – he 

tells us to ―get out of there!‖   

 All those things that lead to decay and rot; all 

those things that bind us up like burial cloths.  Jesus 

frees us from them!  He frees us so we can be who we 

were created to be: children of God, walking in new-

ness of life. And what a precious life it is!  Not a life 

to be wasted, but a life to be lived to the fullest!  And 

not an ending to our journey of faith, as if victory is 

all we‘re after.  It is a beginning; a beginning to the 

real work of the kingdom that is just getting started.  

 That, my friends, is the miracle of Easter. And it‘s 

a miracle that changed the world. For we all are lost. 

But through the risen Jesus, we all are found. Called 

out by our very name and claimed forever by the God 

who loves us.   

 Easter isn‘t a holiday that we just celebrate one 

Sunday of the year. The liturgical season of Easter is 

in fact a 50-day journey. During the Easter season we 

hear of the excitement of the first Christians, the 

power of the Holy Spirit as the new Church devel-

oped, and the conversion of many to this new faith. 

 We are in the season of Easter now and will be so 

until Pentecost. The weeks from Easter to Pentecost 

should be just as full of depth and meaning, just as 

the Lenten season was too.  It should be a time of re-

newal for the entire church. 

 Easter is quite possibly my favorite liturgical sea-

son. It is a refreshing celebration of ordinary people 

filled with the power of the Spirit, doing things they 

never thought they could do. It is a reminder that 

God‘s Spirit is just as active today as it was 2,000 

years ago. As we celebrate the new life appearing all 

around us, may we also experience new life in the 

Spirit in ordinary and extraordinary ways. 

 Mary Katherine Robinson 
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We celebrate that Every Member Has a Call at Oakland 

Avenue Presbyterian Church. We believe that God uniquely gifts 

each of us to serve in the world; that Christ is our teacher and the 

world is our classroom. We make a conscious commitment to 

serve others as disciples of Christ- not volunteers. Each month dur-

ing 2012 we will spotlight two ministry areas that will link our 

Easter Commitment with ministry/goal opportunities in our church 

and community.  

 

Extending Hospitality: (Gifts for Ministry are: Evangelism, Hospitality)  

Do you enjoy talking with someone about what your faith means to you? 

Do you like meeting new people and welcoming them to our church? 

Do you enjoy setting people at ease in unfamiliar surroundings? 

 

Some of the needs that we currently have: 

Family Promise: helping homeless families feel at home at OAPC during their two week stay in our 

church (cook dinner, serve as evening and overnight host).  

New Member Mentor: encourage and support new members during their first year of membership. 

Greeter: Greet and answer questions for members and guests on Sundays and at special events. 

 

Church Goals 2012-16 (GOAL for Evangelism) 

Create a welcoming environment for all.  (1 year) 

Plan and create an area where visitors and members can be welcomed and nurtured. 

 

Helping Behind the Scenes: (Gifts for ministry are: Helper, Service, Encouragement) 

Do you see the tangible and practical things to be done and enjoy doing them?  

Do you sense God's purpose and pleasure in meeting everyday responsibilities?  

Do you enjoy knowing you are freeing up others to answer Christ’s call? 

 

Some of the needs that we currently have: 

Vacation Bible School – assist children with art, music, science and classroom activities.  

Media assistant – enhance our website and worship by working on OAPC’s technology team.  

Church Goals 2012-16 (Goal for Communications and Technology) 

SUPPORT: 6. Upgrade audio and video technology throughout the campus.  (1 year) 

Upgrade equipment in the Sanctuary to provide improved sound and a better quality broadcast of the 

Sunday Worship service on television.  (1 year) 

Recruit skilled members and interns for Communications & Technology. 

For further information on the goals, please go to the link on OAPC‘s website. Making a commitment to serve 

can happen anytime, anywhere — even right now. If you need more information about current ministry oppor-

tunities, please contact Mary Katherine Robinson at mkrobinson@oapc.net or call her at 803-327-2006 (235). 

 

mailto:mkrobinson@oapc.net
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Summer is Just Around the Corner 

Have You Registered for Camp Yet? 

 With the summer fast approaching, camp is just 

around the corner! Plans are well underway for an-

other great summer at Bethelwoods, and we want you 

to be a part of the fun. The pro-

grams this summer have some-

thing for everyone — outrageous 

games, creative worship, fun in 

the pool, new friends, cookouts, 

campfires, and conversations that 

will help you discover what God 

has done and is doing in your life.  

 For the more adventurous 

camper, Bethelwoods offers several programs that 

emphasize having fun in the outdoors. Adventure 

camps this summer include Riverwalkers, Wet ‗N‘ 

Wild, Rock Hike and Raft, and Mission Adventure.  

Many camps fill early, so register today! Camp bro-

chures are available at the Church or go online at 

www.bethelwoods.org.You can also contact Bethel-

woods at info@bethelwoods.org or phone: 803-366-

3722 for additional information. 

2011-2012 Friendship Fellowship 

 Are you available on the first Tues-

day of the month for lunch?  If so, you 

are invited to our adults who gather for 

Friendship Fellowship.  Lunch and pro-

grams run from 11:45a.m.-1:00pm in the 

Fellowship Hall. Plan to join us for this 

year‘s fabulous programs, lunches, and 

fellowship. 

 May 1 "A Few of My Favorite Things”   

 Bring a piece of memorabilia from your ex-

periences at OAPC.  For example, it could be: 

a picture from a favorite OAPC event/program; 

a hymn or piece of music from Worship; or a      

t-shirt from a mission project. 

 The cost for lunch is still $3/person and is col-

lected at the door of the Narthex. Friends and guests 

are always welcome! 

Shepherd’s Center Spring Offerings 

 Adventures in Learning is a program for all per-

sons age 50 and over, held at Oakland Baptist 

Church. Instructors are local residents with special 

skills or expertise, university faculty, artists, and 

professionals in the medical field. The Spring 

Schedule is as follows: 

5/7      Innova Golf with Russell Schwarz 

5/14    Veladrome with Thad Fischer 

5/21     Creative Writing (to be announced) 

For registration and questions, call 803-328-1343. 

 

 

Women of OAPC: Mark your Calendars 

May 17 from 6:30-8:30pm.   

 We celebrate the Presby-

terian Women‘s Birthday 

through the naming of one of 

our own with the  

Honorary Life Membership 
and through receiving the PC

(USA) Women’s Birthday 

Offering.  This year we have a special treat in store, 

as Patricia Houck Sprinkle, author of The Birth-

day Book (a history of the first 50 years of the 

PCUS Women‘s Birthday Offering) will be our 

guest speaker. Many of you will remember the last 

time Patti was with us, shortly after the publication 

of her twin books Women Who Do Too Much and 

Children Who Do Too Little. She is insightful, en-

tertaining, and encouraging! With her roots deep in 

southern soil, Patti has written 30 mysteries and 4 

novels reflecting her love for and understanding of 

the contemporary South where tradition and pro-

gress often collide. We are very fortunate that she 

can be with us on May 17!  Dinner that evening is 

covered-dish with chicken and drinks provided. If 

you have celebrated 85 or more of your own birth-

days, PLEASE be our guest for the dinner. Your 

presence among us is the very best gift! 

 Westminster Towers residents: The church van 

will be in front of the Towers at 6:10 p.m. to provide 

transportation for our Birthday Celebration.   

mailto:info@bethelwoods.org
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Consider Joining a  

Small Group Bible Study 

 One of the small groups of the spring Together 

on Wednesdays (TOW), led by Mary Katherine 

Robinson, studied the book Five Practices of Fruit-

ful Living by Robert Schnase. The third chapter/

practice was Growing in Grace: The Practice of 

Intentional Faith Development, where it referenced 

Disciple Bible Study as an example and tendered 

some familiar rationalizations we make about why 

we are reluctant to participate in small group Bible 

study.  It went on to tell us about the 

importance of community and the 

gifts we harvest from such a study 

group. I had been determined to sub-

mit an article to the Oakleaf to en-

courage folks to take part in such an 

experience. When I read this chap-

ter, it seemed just the right words 

were there.  So I share with you some excerpts:   

―Faith development refers to how we purposefully 

learn in community outside of worship in order to 

deepen our faith and to grow in grace and in the 

knowledge and love of God… 

People who have never belonged to a Bible study or 

adult class hesitate because they fear feeling inade-

quate or embarrassed by their lack of familiarity 

with Scripture or with religious terms. They don‘t 

know what happens in a class or what will be ex-

pected of them… They resist because they don‘t 

know the other people who might be present… 

How do you find time for Bible study?   No one 

ever finds time; they make time.  They move other 

important things around in their schedules and they 

commit.  They decide growing in Christ has such 

significant impact on other aspects of their living 

that it‘s worth making the time… 

One young professional woman answered, ―By pre-

arrangement with myself.  I manage to do other 

things on time – go to the gym, take children to 

school and to soccer practice, eat, work.  I look at 

my Bible study as a support group, a regular ap-

pointment with God‘s grace. I make it a priority, 

as if keeping an appointment with Jesus…‖ 

The spiritual life is never a solitary affair…  

Community provides the catalyst for growth in 

Christ… Despite our best intentions and the promised 

we make to ourselves, our commitment to love God 

and others often wanes and weakens.  When we share 

the journey with other people, they keep us commit-

ted just as we keep them on the path of growth in 

Christ… Community fosters accountability.  We be-

come the voice of Christ to each other…  

Regular Bible study with others brings topics before 

us that we otherwise overlook, and we learn to identi-

fy them with greater clarity.  We learn to see God…  

and how [He is] at work in [our lives]… 

Opening ourselves to Scripture, praying for one an-

other, and caring for one another are concrete and 

personal ways God reaches into our lives to work for 

our well-being… Talking and praying and laughing 

and learning create a dynamic that lifts Jesus‘ teach-

ings of the printed page and puts them into daily 

practice.‖ 

 Won‘t you make the time, make it a priority, and 

commit?  Look for opportunities in the fall. 

                 Sally Herlong 

 

 

 

 

 

Graduation Recognition Sunday  

May 20, 2012  

College, Graduate School or  

Other Degree Program Graduates 

 On May 20, Graduate Recognition Sunday, we‘d 

like to acknowledge our graduates‘ accomplishments 

and honor God for the blessing of education. If you, 

or someone you know, is a recent or imminent gradu-

ate of college, graduate school, or other degree pro-

gram, please let us know. E-mail Louise Kerr, 

lkerr@oapc.net, with the full name of the graduate, 

the full name of the institution where he or she gradu-

ated, and the name of the degree conferred. Please let 

us know by May 6 so that we may include this infor-

mation in our Worship bulletin. Graduates are also invit-

ed to participate in the May 20, 11 a.m. service by sit-

ting together that day and are encouraged to gather in 

the Oakland Avenue vestibule at 10:45 a.m. 
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May Sunday Night Youth Activities  

Middle School/Senior High  

May 6 Game night with 5th graders joining in the fun. 

May 13 Mothers Day, no Youth Group 

May 20 Senior Roast at Bethelwoods, 

 Senior Parents are invited. 

 

Confirmation Sunday, May 6 

 A Reception honoring our 2012 Confirmation 

Class will be held on the 

Front Lawn following the 

11 o‘clock Worship ser-

vice. The congregation is 

invited to enjoy punch and 

cookies as we welcome 

OAPC‘s newest members 

at this step in their faith journeys. If you have a spe-

cial cookie you would like to make, feel free to do so. 

Contact: David Gault, 325-1062, or any member of 

the Commitment Committee. 

 

Youth “On the Go” 
There are many exciting things 

that are going to be taking place 

for our students this summer; 

 

June 24 – 30 Agape Choir Tour 

July 8 – 14  Senior High Montreat  

 ―Perfectly Imperfect‖ 

July 18 – 22  Middle School Conference at  

 Presbyterian College ―Rooted in Love‖ 

 We desire your prayers as we are off with our 

youth this summer as they grow and are challenged in 

their faith journeys. 

 

Senior High Roast Cookout 
May 20, 6:00-8:00 p.m.  

Bethelwoods Camp  
 Seniors, this is your night! The Senior 

High Youth want to give you a great send off. Please 

invite your parents to come along with you to this very 

special night. We will have a cookout as well as some 

great food and fellowship. This will be a great oppor-

tunity to get together with your church friends and relax 

before you have to start studying for your exams. 

Intergenerational  

Summer Sunday School 

 

  

 

 

Imagine… 

...a Sunday school where children learn key Scrip-

ture in song and sign language. 

...families sharing Bible songs along with art they 

create.  

...all ages gathered around the table to talk about 

the stories of the Bible. 

Now be a part of it all,  

by attending this Summer‘s Intergenerational 

Sunday School: BibleSong! 

We will be taking a journey together Into the 

Promised Land and cover stories from Jericho -

Job. 

 

Each week will include: 

Refreshments 

Bible Story & Discussion 

Memory Verse 

Art Attack (for children) 

 

Due to mobility and safety concerns, our infants-

5k and our Julian Lake Classes will continue to 

meet in their regular rooms throughout the summer.   

All other grades/adult classes will combine. 

 

If you are available to help with this program, 

please contact Tammy Winchip (327-2006). 

Summer Sunday School will meet:  

In the Activities Center 

June 3– July 29 from 9:00 - 9:45 a.m. 

Aug 5– Aug 19 from 9:45—10:45 a.m. 
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Together on Wednesdays 

Faith         Fellowship      Food     Music 

 

Thank you to all of our TOW Volunteers who 

pitched in to provide a wonderful intergeneration-

al meal and worship time, as well as those who 

prepared and led our classes!! 

A special thank  you to our planning team Chair-

person Brenda Nicholson and our Meal Coordina-

tor Kathy Emerson, who put in many hours help-

ing to get folks involved and seeing that things 

ran smoothly. 

 

Visit the church website for more information 

about our program: www.oapc.net 

An End of the Year Survey is available online 

and in the Narthex.  Give our planning team 

feedback on what you loved and what we can 

include next time. 

 

Next Fall we will start back on Wed., Aug. 29. 

There will be children‘s choir and recreation, 

youth & adult options, more fabulous food, and 

worship together. 

 

 

Vacation Bible School 

 July 29-Aug. 2, 2012 from 6-8 p.m.; with  

Dinner (Sun.-5:00-6:00 p.m./Mon.-Thurs. 5:30-6:00 p.m.) 

There is something for all ages. 

 Rotating Classes for Preschool-Elementary ages 

 Class & Assistant Options for Youth 

 Electives and Volunteer roles for Adults 

To be a part of the planning team, contact our ―Dive 

Instructors‖, Joanna Swofford and Lynn Rutland.  

 

REGISTRATION COMING SOON… 
At Vacation Bible School this year, we‘ll dive in and 

discover God‘s underwater universe! Divers will 

explore the depths of God‘s Word in Operation 

Overboard.  Through interactive lessons that are 

easy for kids to apply to their lives today, they will 

―go deep‖ into God‘s Word, 

exploring Bible stories of 

people who revealed deep 

faith by knowing how to: 

 Depend on God 

 Dare to care 

 Claim Jesus 

 Choose to follow 

 Change the world 

 

Help us accomplish all of this, by turning in this...  

 

 - - - - OVERBOARD Volunteer Slip - - - - - 
 
Name:     
 
Email:     
 
Please circle:  Youth   or   Adult 
 
Please circle roles you could assist with: 

 Mid-summer workday 

 Co-teacher (3 mtgs., Sat. & the Week of VBS) 

 Kitchen Helper (week of VBS) 

 Registration Helper (Saturday & Week of VBS) 

 Decorations Team (as needed and then Sat. & 

Thurs. of VBS) 

 Opening Presentations (rehearsal & VBS Week) 

Other:     

http://www.oapc.net/TOW.html
http://www.oapc.net/TOW.html
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So, what does the  
Finance Committee do anyway? 

 

 In a recent visit with the Confirmation Sunday 

School class, I was asked to explain what it is that the 

Finance Committee does. My first response was like-

ly what everyone in the class was thinking: ―Well, we 

are the ones that count the money.‖ My second re-

sponse was that, as Chairman of the Finance Commit-

tee, I am also the one that ―signs the checks.‖ These 

were simple enough answers, and certainly one way 

to look at what it is that the Finance Committee does, 

but they only explain the mechanics of how the Fi-

nance Committee performs its function and not exact-

ly what that function is. 

 

 Searching for a more complete answer to the 

question, it occurred to me that the best way to de-

scribe the Finance Committee‘s role in the life of 

OAPC was to talk about where it is that those checks 

end up. Each check that is signed is accompanied by 

a check request on behalf of a Session committee 

charged with some aspect of church life, and those 

requests are instructive. In any given week, there may 

be a check request to pay benevolences to the various 

organizations we support in the community, like Hab-

itat for Humanity, to pay the deposit for a Montreat 

Youth Conference or church-wide retreat, to pay the 

wonderful folks who keep the Nursery, to pay to fix a 

leaky roof, to pay for our Worship services to reach oth-

ers through television broadcasts, to pay for sheet mu-

sic, to pay for VBS curriculum, to pay our pastors 

and staff . . . well, you get the picture. 

 Yes, the Finance Committee counts the money 

and signs the checks, but what we really do is facili-

tate.  We make sure that the funds OAPC receives go 

to meet the needs of our church family and our com-

munity. 

 

 We hope that as you consider your financial of-

ferings to OAPC, you will also look beyond the me-

chanics of writing a check or putting cash in the of-

fering plate and think about the important uses to 

which that money is being put. Think of the hope and 

joy of a person moving into a Habitat house our 

church helped build, the lifelong impact a Montreat 

conference can have on our youth, or any of the other 

wonderful things that can be accomplished through 

your gift. 

       Freddy Faircloth, Chairman, Finance Committee 

 

Lost and Found 

 If one of the items listed below is 
yours, please contact the Church  
Office (email: dreingold@oapc.net) 
to identify it and take it home. Un-
claimed items will be repurposed 
after Sun., May 6: Bible, car key, 
pair of leather gloves, knit stole, 7 
pairs reading glasses, woman‘s ring, 
6 earrings (1 from each pair), metal button (found 
after Friendship Fellowship on March 6), black vinyl 
bag, water bottle, 2 travel coffee cups, deck of cards, 
umbrella, child‘s green bead bracelet and 2 children‘s 
rings. 

2012 Pledge Contribution Update 

 Pledge contributions for March were about $16,000 behind budget, which has left us behind by 

approximately the same amount for the first quarter of 2012.  Please remember that the vast majority of our 

church operating expenses—from personnel to property to benevolences—are paid on a monthly basis, so it is 

important that we as a congregation strive to make our pledge contributions in a similar fashion.  Thank you to 

all who have made contributions to support the many ministries OAPC offers to our congregation and our 

community. 

Contributions                          March               YTD through March 

Pledge ($965,000 Annual)       $80,416.67        $241,250.00 

Actual                                     $64,177.13        $225,699.07 

mailto:dreingold@oapc.net


OAPC Staff and E-Mail   

Conner, Patricia S. 
 Hostess, voice mail 229 
Kerr, Louise 
    Communications Admin. Asst., voice mail 279, lkerr@oapc.net 
Littlejohn, Bob 
    Facilities Caretaker 
McClinton, Tommy 
    Setup 
Moe, Timothy B. 
    Music Director, voice mail 227, tmoe@oapc.net 
Moss, Bob 
 Parish Associate, voice mail 240, bob.moss@oapc.net 

O’Kain, John 
    Associate Pastor, Campus & Young Adult Ministry, voice mail 231, 
 jokain@oapc.net 

Read, Susan  
    Organist, voice mail 241, sread@oapc.net 
Reingold, Debbie 
 Congr. Care Adm. Asst./Registrar, voice mail 100, dreingold@oapc.net 
Simpson, Jim 
 Pastor and Head of Staff, voice mail 223, jim.simpson@oapc.net  

Robinson, Mary Katherine 
 Associate Pastor, Member Care & Involvement, voice mail 235, 
 mkrobinson@oapc.net 

Whisenant, Lisa H. 
    Financial/Office Manager, voice mail 222, lwhisenant@oapc.net 
Winchip, Tammy S. 
    Director of  Christian Education, voice mail 224, twinchip@oapc.net 
Young, Dan 
 Youth Director, voice mail 225, dyoung@oapc.net Oakleaf Deadline: Noon, May14f or June/July 2012 issue 

Acorn/Bulletin Deadlines: Noon,  May 7, 14, 21 & 28 

Thanks to these volunteers who assist with mailing the Oakleaf each month: Kerrina Fewell, Martha Anne 

McFadden, Janice Nichols, Jim & Reta Roncoroni, Sarah Stewart, Sara Thacker, Betty & Al Tumlin. 
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Available at www.oapc.net 

 OAPC publications are uploaded to our web-

site as soon as they are completed, so you may 

view the Oakleaf, Acorn, bulletin and other 

church publications online: www.oapc.net 

(Support, Church Publications). If you don‘t re-

ceive your newsletter through the mail in a timely 

manner, this will enable you to quickly view 

church news. A limited number of printed copies 

of the Oakleaf are also available in the Narthex or 

through the Church Office.  
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